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Bindings for Exceptional Books

Exceptional books call for special treatment, and their
binding will often tax the ingenuity and skill of the
binder. Sometimes books consisting of single leaves are
best "overcast, and sometimes it is necessary to guard
every leaf. Some books will be wedge-shaped in spite of
anything the binder can do. In judging such books the
difficulties presented and the way these have been over-
come have to be taken into consideration.

Less Expensive Bindings

While it is unreasonable to expect the same perfection
of workmanship on bindings over which the binder has
been hurried as on those with which he has had time to
do his best, there is no reason why comparatively in-
expensive bindings should not be sound in construction
and pleasant in colour and in shape.

A book sewn on tapes, with the tape slips firmly
secured to the boards, and with a tight leather back
and a French joint can be thoroughly strong and
flexible, and may be very pleasant to use. Leather can
be saved by making the portion on the boards narrow
and by omitting leather corners.

A book sewn on tapes with 'split' boards and a French
joint can be covered with buckram er stout woven
material and will be quite serviceable. Such a book will
have a hollow back.

The ordinary binding of the trade with sawn-in bands
and hollow back and thin leather has little strength, and
in every considerable library many such bindings may
be seen with their backs falling away.